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Repentance or Ruine: 
3; 
_ Earneſt Perſwaſive 
TO THE | 
Durs OBSERVANCE 
OF THE 


GENERAL FAST. 


TT is matter of Comfort to all ſenſible 
Perſons, That it hath pleaſed the Queen, 
whom GOD long preſerve and proper, 
to appoint a Day of Humiliation before 
God, to be ſolemnly obſerved throughout tilis 


whole Iſland, in the Senſe: of God's infinite 
Sovereignity and all- diſpoſing Providence; 


and of our great Provocations in his Sight. 
In this, Her Majeſty ſeaſonably brings to 
our Minds ſome great Truths which many 
of us ſeemed to have forgotten or over- 


Wa 


0 


1 Repentance ozRllſne: 
look'd, namely, that GODraleth over the 
Kingdoms and Armies of Men; that the 


Gr eateſt and Beſt of Mortals are but His In- . 
ſtruments; and that Safety, Proſperity, and ri 


Victory, are his Gifts. And it is hereunto 


very agreeable that we alſo call to Mind, 
that we muſt ſerve Him in a pious Sinceri- 


ty of Spirit, or we do nothing at all to any 
good Effect; yea, that a meer formal and 


ſuperficial Faſt will rather heighten his In- 


dignation than incline his Mercy. God 


grant therefore, that this Her Majeſty's ſeaſon- 


able Proclamation may find ſuch a general 
Diſpoſition in Her People ta comply with the 
piousEnds of it, as that of the King of Nineveh 
did among his People, of whom it is faid, 
That they all put on Sack-cloth according to the 
Command and Example of their Ring; and 
turned. from their Evil Ways: And that God, 

ſeeing their Repentance and Reformation, did 


not bring upon them the Ruine he had threat- 


ned. Jonah 3. 6, 10. | 

That which gave this effectual Turn to 
this Prince and his People, was their firm 
Beleif and Aſſurance, that the Ruine which 
God had threaten'd by his Prophet, would 
ſurely come upon them, if they perſiſted but 
a few days longer in their Impieties. . For 
it is faid ( Jonah 3. 5.) So the People of Nine- 
veh beleived God, and proclaimed a Faſt, and 


put on Back-clath from the Greateſt to the leaſt 
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of them, Cc. Now this is what we greatly 


want, even an effectual Faith concerning 
what God hath declared by his Prophets ak. 
Apoſtles; in which thoſe Pagans were not 
ſuch INFIDELS as many that are called 


Chriſtians, who, notwithſtanding their glo- 


rious Profeſſion, do not beleive God, nor give 
juſt Credit to his Promiſes and Threatnings. 
For tho' we are told again and again in the 


| Bookof God, That we maſt repent or 4 


and that GOD hateth all the Workers of 
Iniquity ; yet, what Multitudes are there a- 
mong us who promiſe themſelves Peace and 
Safety in their Sins 2 | | 


It will here perhaps be replied with ſome 
quickneſs, that we are not in the Danger 


that Nineveh was; that our Grand Enemy is 


| much reduced; and that tho' he has made 
a good Stand this Campaign in one Place, 


and got Ground in three others, and has 
withall been Fortunate, as they will call ir, 
at Sea in Five or Six Enterprizes ; yet that 
one good Blow more will rid us of our Fears, 
and conſtrain Him to accept ſuch Terms of 


] Subſiſtence as it ſhall pleaſe his Conquerors 


to give Him. | | | 

But is it not perfect Madneſs to rely on 
tifings that are wholly out of our Power; 
and at the ſame time to affront Him who 
ordereth all Events as it pleaſeth Him? 
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yet ſhould they riſe up every Man in his Tent, 
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Does not evey prudent Perſon look on 
Self-Confidence and Boaſting, as Omens of 
Miſcarriage and Shame? Muſt we yet 
have more Blows and Reprimands of Divine 
Providence ere we learn that it's deceitful | 
and vain, as well as impious and arrogant, to | 
put our Truſt in any Thing but in Gad? 

It is time ſurely that ſuch as make little | 
Account of God's Bleſfing, and either do 
not mention this Point at all, or but in a | 
ſecondary and flight way, or perhaps merely 
for Cuſtom ſake; I ſay, it is time that ſuch ! + 
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Iolixers of their own Brain and Hand learn 
Inſtruction from that incomparably Wiſe | 
Prince, who not only from his inſpired Xnow- « 
ledge, but from a long Experience of Things, / 
left this Maxim to Poſterity, (Eccleſ. 9. C 
11.) I returned, and faw under the Sun, that r 
the Race is not to. the Swift, nor the BATTLE: H 
to the STRONG. It is not the meer Num- t 
bers or Valor of Troops that can prevail, 
where God will have it otherwiſe: as in b 
the Caſe of the Chaldean Army againſt the a 
Jews, where God declared himfelt poſitively F 
for the former, how few or weak (bever ; t. 
faying, Th ye bad ſmitten the whole Army 
of 11 22 ang that fight againſt Jou, and 2 
there remained but wounded Men among them, 


and burn this City with Fire, (Jer. 37. 10. 3 ce 
80 vain 18 it tO OF? in Humane Poper, and , 


2 | 


of | Champion of the Philiſtines, who came out 
yet to encounter the little Jewiſh Stripling with 
ine Pride in his Heart, and Blaſphemy in his 
ful Mouth; till the God he deſied ſigned his 
to | Execution, and the Youth he deſpiſed cut 
ad? | off his Head, (1 Sam. 17. 49.) A 
ttle Ir favours therefore as little of Prudence 
do as of Piety to ſay, as ſome have done, even 
ma by way of Addreſs to Her Majeſty, that Her 
ely | Efforts are to be redoubled where Divine Pro- 
ich | Vidence gives a Check ; without any mention 
arn of humble Recourſe to God, or a principal 
Viſe Truſt in Him. For what Humane Power 
zow- can puſh on what an Almighty Arm drives 
gs, back? Or what Force or Forces can hinder 
9. God from giving an irreparable Blow the 
that next Year, where he gave only a Check this, 
LE if it fo pleaſes Him 2 If People ſay, they mean 
um- this, let them ſpeak it plainly in a Caſe where 
vail, Glory ought in the moſt eminent manner to 
in be given to GOD: As inthe Caſe of Victory 
the and Conqueſt; for GOD is the LORD OF 
vely | HOSTS, and He will not give his GLORY 
ver; to another. 5 
Amy The Argument would run more decently 
and and more powerfully thus; We ſee in ma- 
bow, * ny Inſtances that it pleaſes Divine Provi- 
ent, 


LO. ) 


jeſties Arms, which we hope will incite 


8 Her Majeſty, in her great Piety and Wit- 


Repentance 02 Ruin. 
on | to Slight that of God: Like the prophane 


* dence to give a manifeſt Check to Her Ma- 


1 dom, 
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| $K ©  Bepentante'0z Ruine. 

1 Jo, to exert Her utmoſt Efforts againſt 

1 * every Thing that offends God in her Court 

| and Dominzons, which are the true Steps 

* to Proſperity and Succeſs ; and in the ſenſe of | 

| * this Stricter Alliance with GOD, to make 

* more ſtreffuous Effort againſt the Enemies 

of Her Crown and People. 

And indeed, till we ſee in this land a more 

_ general Diſpoſition to g/orify God, and to do 

good one to another, which God in Nercy :- 

haſten ; we cannot but ſee that we are not 

in any Condition to enjoy the Bleflings of 

Peace and Proſperity ; but on the contrary, 

that our Ruine would probably be haſtened 

by the Affluence of outward Enjoyments. as 

the Caſe now ſtands, our Provocations a- 

gainſt God increaſe with every eminent Fa- 

vour He gives us; as many Diſtempers are 

increaſed by high Feeding. ; 

Had God given Succefs to our Enterprize | 
upon Thoulon, the laſt Campaign; there 

would probably have been many Thouſands 

among us diſordered in Drink upon the Re- | 

port of it, that were not fo at the Report 

of our Diſappointment. f 

| | We ſaw Pride and: Preſumption increaſing | 

| j | from the very Moment of the Account o | 
WE our late Great Victories; the ſure Preſages 
5 of Calamity and Miſery. And where ſuch 
Provocations abound, God has Earthquakes, 

Peſtilences,and Storms, to execute his Wrath, 


epentance oꝛ Ruine 9 
as we have lately felt, tho our Enemies 
ſhould be ſuppoſed to be all cut off. Vea, 
God hath newly given us, in the diſmal Miſ- 
carriage of our Brave and Faithful Admiral and 
ſome Capital Ships of the ound, of which 
we donot yet know the Depth and Length ; 
and hath ſhewn us hereby, that He can 
deſtroy our cheif Strength and Defence in 
one Inſtant, without Storms, and without 
any viſible Enemy, yea, by means perfectly 
unaccountable. The plain Leſſon that we 
ought to learn from this and other late 
Scourges of Divine Providence, from the 
GREATEST to the LEAST of us, is ; That 
GOD, the Great and Terrible GOD, is to be 


feared, (not moct d or contemn d) for that 


None can ſtand in his Sight when once HE is 
angry. We want Senſe, as well as Faith, if 


we do not fear GOD. The Inferences of 


Reaſon as well as Religion are conſtraining Ar- 
guments to us to ſerve Him. It is undeniable, 
that we cannot live in the World, much leſs 
live with Comfort in it, without the Friend- 
ſhip of the Glorious Governour of it. CO N- 
SEL and MIGHT are His. God can direct, 
or diſtraft our Councils; He can inſpire, or 
enfeeble our Forces; He can give us Viclory, 
or make us a Prey. 

Thisis a plain Demonſtration to all Ranks 
of Men among us, that we take no true ſteps 


to advance the Honour and Safety of our 


— N 


Country, 
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Fo Vepentance 02 Ruine. 

Country, in Church or State, till we hearti- 
ly ſet our ſelves to remove thoſe Enormi- 
ties wherewith our Great and Holy God is e- 


vidently offended by us, and incenſed againſt 
us | | 


When, O when! ſhall the High Places 
of Iniguity and Schools of Vice be put down ! 
I mean the Scandalous PLAY-HOUSES, 
which the late moſt Reverend Arch. Biſbop 
Tillotſon, (in his Third Sermon concerning 
the Education of Children, Pag. 220. firſt 
Edition) an unexceptionable Judge of rhe 
Caſe, calls the Nurſeries of Lewdnueſs and 
Vice, and the CHAPPELS of the Devil; as 
if hewould teſtify to the World, that in them 
the Holy God is defied, Good Manners corrupt- 
ed, and whole FHecatombs of Souls offer d up 
to the Devil. This is matter of Grzef and 
Heavineſs to all the ſober part of this Na- 
tion; to ſee the Nets of Vice 'opeply ſpread, 
and fo baited, that it is hardly poſſible for 
Touthful Spect ators to eſcape Ruine from them, 
and yet no Remedy. A very diſmal Thought 
indeed! that in a Chriſtian State there ſhould 
be no way to prevent that Diabolical Artifice 
to debauch by Diverſion, and deſtroy in Sport. 
Ah! When ſhall we come to a juſt ſenſe 
of our Danger by reaſon of the Advance- 
ment of our Impieties; both under the Cor- 
rections of God's Rod, and the Diſpenſations of 
his Mercy, which give us great reaſon to fear, 
that they will admit of no Remedy, If 
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-  Repentance 02 Ruine. 11 
If we baſpheme GOD, and mock Religion, 
even whilſt He threatens us with Deſtruction, 
and ſhews us the Inſtruments of it, in the Ma- 
lice and Power of our Enemies, from 
whom we have been delivered many times 
by a Providence that ſeems Miraculous to all 
the World: If in this apparent Danger 
of general Ruine from abroad, we are ready 


to devour one another at Home: If in a ſtate 


of a long and waſting War, we abound in 
Luxury and Pride: If in ſuch a Noon-day 
Glory of the Goſpel, we deny Redemption 
by the Blood of Jeſus Chriſt : If the Laws and 
Proclamations againſt Prophaneneſs and Vice 
are little more rhen empty Forms, for want of 
due Execution ; and if ſuch as endeavour 
this, are more frowned upon and contemn'd 
than the Offenders themſelves ; and this not 
only by the openly vicious, but by Perſons 
of a fairer Character: If the Infinite Ma- 
jeſty of Almighty God be outraged as far 
as Humgne Malice can carry it; in the te- 
viling of His great and tremendous Name, and 
in challenges and Deffance of the utmoſt 


_ Sufferings that he hath threatned : If the 


Sins of Sodom are found in us, and Atheiſm 
and Heatheniſm advance in ſuch a Diſpenſa- 
tion of Divine Light as we enjoy: I fay, 
if all or any of theſe heightened 4bomina- 
tions prevail over a conſiderable Part of this 


Nation : 


16 Repentance 02 Ruine. 
1 Nation; alas ! alas! what ſhall we ſay, what 
+8 ſhall we do? Ah me! the whole Head is 
Sick, and the very Heart is faint, One 
would be tempted to retire, like LOT and 
his little Family, into ſome CAVE or De- 
ſert, till the Flaming Storm of Wrath be o- 
ver-paſt. But this would be no ſecurity ; 
the only Expedient is to flee unto Feſus by 
true Faith and Repentance, and to get ſhelter: 
in the Clefts of his Wounds, till the ſtroakes 5 
of Divize Yengance be over-palt. 4 
The Good God touch the Hearts of all ö 
Ranks of People among us, that we may 
all Faſt and Pray in true Humiliation of out 
Souls before him, if it may be a lengthening F 
of our Tranquility, | 
May our Moſt Gracious Sovereign, who © 
is, under GOD, as the Breath of our Noſtrils 
and the Light of our Eyes, ſcatter the Work- 
ers of Iniquity vy her Frowns, determining 
with Xing David, not to favour a Wicked 
Perſon: May Her Majeſty, who appears to 
excel moſt other Prints in the World in 
Solemn Devotion, out-ſhine them All in a Glo- 
rious Zeal for GOD and RELIGION, which 
are at preſent intolerably outraged : May Her 4 
Majeſties excellent Proclamation againſt Pro- & 
phaneſs and Immorality be duly executed, Her 
pious Orders to Her Sea-men and Soldiers be 


( 


_ juſtly obſerved ; and may the LEWD STAGE | 
. no longer skreen its /mpurities under the 
[ | * Name 
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Repentance 02 Ruine. 13 
Name and Authority of ſo Good a Prince. 
Theſe are moſt Glorious Victories, tending 
infallibly to preſent Honour and Peace, and 
to Everlaſting Triumphs. 


May the Honourable Nobility of this King- 
dom ever tread the ſteps of Virtue and true 


Greatneſs ; diſdaining the baſe Captivity of 


beſtial Luſts and Paſſions, which never fail 


to ſully a bright Character, to debaſe a Brave 
Spirit, and to deſtroy an Immortal Soul. 
May the Miniſters of Chriſt cry Day and 


Night to God, as earneſt and effectual 4d. 


vocates for an offending People: May they, 
as Moſes, ſtand in the Gap to avert God's 
Wrath; and as Elias, turn the Heart of this 
People to God ; and like true Paſtors, walk be- 
fore their Flocks in the paths of Salvation, that 
all that name the Name of Chri/t may de part 
from all Iniquity. 


{ May the Magiſtrates of this great City and 
Nation, by ſeaſonable precaution, prevent the 


Scandalous Trade of Taverns and EF at ing- 
Houſes, and the intolerable Practice of ſuch 


as ride abroad for Diverfion on the Day ap- 


pointed for folemn Humiliatiun: And it a- 
ny inſolent Zimri dares reverſe the pious In- 
rention of that Day by the open indulgence 


of his Luſts, may he find that there are 


yet ſome among us of the Spirit of Pi- 
ne has, as bold for the Prince of Light as fuc 
LET 47 can 
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14 Repentance oꝛ Ruin. 


can be for the Prince of Darkneſs. The due 


and fteddy Courſe of Juſtice upon ſuch 
Offenders would be a good Expedient to 
prevent our Plagues; for one ſingle Act of 
it once ceaſed a very great One. 

In fine, may every Soul in this united 
Hand, that is of capacity, appear truly pe- 
nitent before God; for it is abſolutely neceſſa- 
ry to our perſonal as well as National Wel- 
are. e 

Why ſhould we think it much to abſtain 
from the uſual Refreſhments and Ornaments 
of the Body for one Day, when this may 
ſo further the devotion of the Soul, as hereby 
to obtain Peace, Plenty and Proſperity, to 
us and our Poſterity ; if the Fruits of a true 
Repentance abound in us and them? 

In ſhorr, we muſt caſt away our Sins, 
our Impieties, Debancheries and Divifrons ; 
and muſt turn to our Holy God by Repen- 
tance and Amendment of Life; that' God 
may, with honour to his Name, own us as 

his People, and may fight our Battles, re- 
ſtore our Peace, and eſtabliſh our Borde/ s. 

What might not ſo many Millions of 
People, united in devont Prayer, obtain of 
that Merciful God, who hath promiſed to 
hear the Petition of two or three met te- 
gether in his Name; and who ſeems, if we 
may ſo expreſs it, to long for a Diſpoſition 


in us fit to receive the Great Mercies which | 
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Bepentance 02 Ruine. 15 
his Infinite Goodneſs inclines to beſtow upon 
us? His kind expreſſions to his once Jelov- 
ed People ſeem to be uttered with a Sigh 
to us alſo (Pal. 8 1. 13, 14.) O that my 
People had hearkened unto me, and Iſrael had 
walked in my ways? I ſhould ſoon have ſubdu- 
ed their Enemies, and turned my Hand a- 
gainſt their Adverſaries. The haters of the 
Lord ſhould have ſubmitted themſelves unto 
him, but their Time ſhould have endured for 
Ever. | 
But on the contrary, God will not be 
attoned with the Sk» of a Sacrifice. If our 
Faſts are but fawning Formalities ; if we 
do not forſake, as well as confeſs, our Sins; 
and if we go on to diſhonour the Chriſti- 


An Name by our bearing it; We cannot ex- 


pect the Bleſing of God, but a Blaſt in all 
we enjoy, and in every thing we put our 


hands unto. Be we aſſüred, our Miſeries 


will multiply with our Sins, and the Ca- 
lamities of this World upon the impenitent 
will but introduce the inexpreſſible Zorments 
of the other. ne 

In this Caſe, Let ſuch as Fear God, and 
are intereſted in his Favour, be often on their 
Knees, and cry day and night for Mercy up- 
on us; that by the lifting up of their Hands, 
as of thoſe of Moſes, our Iſrael may prevail. 
May the Cries of theſe Devout Souls for 
Mercy countermine the Vollies of prophane 
Speeches 
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Speeches ſent» up to Heaven for Vengeance. 
May theſe thiogs be fo ſeriouſly weighed 

by all of us, that we may appear in a penitent 

and devout Frame on the approaching day 
Humiliation, and may live up to our Vom 
3 all our Days: that God, the good and mer- 
. citul God, ſeeing our unfeigned Repentance, 
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\ may turn away his Wrath, and ſhew us Mers 
| D, for his Son's Sake. Amen. Amen. 
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